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This discussion of the rate of wages and hours of work
leads us to consider the problem of labour from the point
of view of efficiency. During the course of our enquiry
on this subject we were supplied by some of the intelli-
gent big land-owners of the village with the following
statements, which if true, would show a growing ineffici-
ency of labour.
(i) About a generation ago an average labourer used
to cut within one hour grass sufficient for making 300
bundles, each bundle weighing about i| seers. Now an
average labourer cuts grass sufficient for binding only
100 bundles, each bundle weighing about f seer.
(ii) Formerly he used to bind 300 bundles of grass
per hour ; now he does only 100.
(iii) Formerly he could cut per day babul wood weigh-
ing 20 maunds; now he cuts a quantity weighing only
i/3rd of this per day.
(iv) Formerly he used to dig out 200 feet of rice land
per day ; now only 100 feet.
(v) About thirty years ago the number of hours per
day for which 'an average labourer used to work was 10 ;
now it is only 6.
On consulting those who were not directly interested
in the problem, we felt that there was a substantial ele-
ment of truth in the complaint made by the big farmers.
Having ascertained the extent of truth in the complaint
we tried to probe the causes. The causes of this pheno-
menon described to us by the landlords are :
(1) The vitality of the average labourer has decreased,
because of his habit of migrating to places where he is
supplied'with food of low quality and has more opportuni-
ties to take to liquor.
(2)  The average labourer has become dishonest and
insincere in his work, thanks to his visits to external places
where he fosters these habits.
An impartial analysis of the problem, however, shows
that the real causes of the phenomenon are different from
those mentioned above. We think that the following